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In the spirit of just having celebrated Valentine’s Day this week and in the words of Dionne Warwick, “What 
the world needs now is love sweet love… No, not just for some but for everyone…” I thought it only 
appropriate I write about “LOVE”.  Although Dionne’s song is great, scripture says it best, “And now these 
three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.” Corinthians 13:13. 
 
The reason there are countless scriptures and songs about love is because it’s something we all need!  Many 
of our kids at Collins Home may be experiencing unconditional love for the very first time. And because it 
seems foreign to them, their first instinct may be to distrust and reject any demonstration of love.  All 
children want to be loved, however foster children may hide their true feelings until they can overcome their 
doubts and fears.  That is why it’s so important that our house parents consistently show love and acceptance 
of each child regardless of his or her attitude and interaction in the home.  
 
This week, many of our friends in the community have reached out to our children… showering them with 
kindness, love and yes, candy!   
 

♥ Mary Boswell dropped off the cutest little lady bug tic-tac-toe games and candy…the kids had the 
best time playing with them. 

♥ First Baptist of Pendleton’s Lydia Group hosted their annual Valentine Spaghetti Dinner for house 
parents and children at Collins Home…lots of happy tummies! 

♥ The Chickasaw Women’s Club put together Valentine’s bags for each of our children…the kids 
enjoyed their personalized cards, candy treats and snuggly stuffed animals! 

 
These wonderful acts of kindness mean so much to our children. Realizing that there are people who CARE 
about them, makes all the difference in the world! It helps them learn to overcome the past and focus on what 
the future has to offer. It gives them hope that their lives can be filled with something more than bad 
memories and pain.  
 
I hope that each of you had a blessed week and a Happy Valentine’s Day! My prayer is that someone has 
reached out to you like we have seen so many special friends touch our children’s hearts. As I wrap up this 
article, I ask that we all pray for South Carolina’s abandoned, abused and neglected children. Pray for 
Collins Children’s Home and other children’s homes in our area. Pray for foster parents and our state’s foster 
agencies. Pray for over-worked and under-staffed DSS caseworkers. Pray for Guardians Ad Litem, who 
volunteer their time and talents to protect children from harm. And most importantly, pray for children to 
hear and believe God’s message that He loves them just as they are, where they are and that He has a plan for 
their lives.  
 


