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Newsletter—2018—Volume 1  “Unto the least of these…” 

Our hearts were truly touched when we received the sweet picture above of Coleman and 
the following note from his parents: 
 
Dear Collins Home Staff, 
 

Thank you so much for all you do to help children & families in our community.  
Please find the enclosed check in the amount of $110 to be used as you see fit.  The 
money was raised by our 5 year old son, Coleman, who manned a lemonade stand 
at a yard sale.  He was thrilled to be able to give back to the community. 
 

Blessings, 
Laine & Keena 
 

Thank you, Coleman for all your hard work raising money for our kids...and thank you, Laine 
and Keena for being awesome parents and raising such a thoughtful kid! 

Thank you:  Clemson students, Foothills Community 

Church and “Impact Oconee” for beautifying our campus  

Kids caring about kids... 

Winter—Summer 2018 
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In 2017,  we were privileged to provide a safe loving home to 29 children; as well as 
provide counseling, medical, dental & vision care, educational opportunities, etc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P.O. Box 745 

Seneca, SC 29679 
 

 “Within a community of Chris-

tian values, Collins Children’s 

Home cares for children and 

supports families in an atmos-

phere that instills feelings of 

acceptance, safety, perma-

nence, dignity and joy while 

teaching important life skills and 

a work ethic that will enable 

them to be productive members 

of society.”  
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Where no counsel is, 

the people fall; but in 

the multitude of  

counselors there is 

safety.   

Proverbs 11:14 

From the Director |  Alena Pelfrey 

What is Collins Children’s Home? 
Collins Children’s Home (CCH) is a residential home for children 
between the ages of birth – 21 who have been abused, aban-
doned, neglected or are otherwise unable to live with their 
families.  Our goal is the spiritual, intellectual, emotional, social 
and physical development of our children, and the eventual 
reunification with their natural families whenever possible. 
 

How are children placed at Collins Children’s Home? 
There are two ways children come to live at Collins Home: 
1. Through the Department of Social Services.  These are chil-

dren who have been removed from their home due to an 
unsafe environment and need to be temporarily placed 
outside the home while resources are put into place for the 
child/ren and family’s specific needs.  

2. Through Private Placements. Private placement allows  
children to be placed in the care of CCH while their         
parents/ guardians are going through a season of crisis. Private placement allows parents/
guardians to keep custody of the children and to stay in close contact with them with the 
expectation they will return to their care after the crisis is resolved.  Examples of private 
placements include (but are not limited to): 

• Grandparents who have custody of their grandchild/ren, but are unable to care for 
them due to declining health, financial instability, etc. 

• A single parent caring for kids with no home, job, etc. 

• A parent(s) struggling with addiction needing to go to rehab. 
 

How long can a child live at Collins Home? 
Children placed at CCH can live with us as long as there is a need, whether 6 month or 6 years. 
 

Who can be accepted into care? 
Before a child enters our care, we meet with them, their parent(s) or guardian(s), social workers 
(if applicable) and any others involved to ensure we are the best place for the child. We can 
accept children from birth to age 21. 
 

Who cannot be accepted into care? 
We cannot accept children who need therapeutic or a higher level of care. 
 

What does it cost to place my child with Collins Children’s Homes? 
It will cost your time and commitment to maintain a relationship with your child. Currently, gifts 
from churches, individuals, others and our fundraisers (BBQ, golf tournament, etc.) help cover 
the day-to-day costs of caring for the children who live with us.   
 

What kind of care and services will my child receive? 
• Medical, dental and vision care 
• Food and clothing 
• Anything needed for school, including tutoring and supplies 
• Participation in school activities, including extracurricular activities 
• Participation in church and community events 
• Church attendance and daily devotions 
• Counseling with a licensed therapist 

 

Who has custody of the children? 
For DSS Placements:  DSS retains custody 
For Private Placements:  The parent(s) or guardian(s) retains custody 
Both DSS & Private Placements sign entrustment papers to CCH to ensure each child receives 
the proper care and services as mentioned above. 
 

For more information about placing a child with us, contact our Case Manager, Tina Justice to 
discuss how we may be able to help you and your family; 864-882-0893 or 
tjustice@collinschildrenshome.org 
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Happenings in the Homes |  Tina Justice 

The following are a few activities the children and staff have participated in since our last newsletter: 
• June—The kids loved ‘In His Wakes’ lake day! Several of them were really excited to realize they could 

do things such as tubing, skiing, Zup boarding and wake boarding (Although they didn't think they would 
be able to)! We also said, “Goodbye” to Relief Mom, Katie Reams as she and her husband, Rev. Richard 
Reams left us to pastor a church in North Charleston, SC.  Katie loved and cared for our children for 
almost 6 years. We miss them and pray for God’s blessing on their family. 

• July – Children and staff enjoyed our annual trip to the beach sponsored by Garden City Chapel. We 
visited the Aquarium, Water Park and ended our trip at the Carolina Opry. We always have such great 
times making memories with the children and the free ice-cream we get each day at the Sea Shack is a 
big hit. The girls’ home went to Hazard Kentucky on a mission trip and worked hard each day on differ-
ent projects like painting, picking up trash, helping with VBS, shopping for food for a local food pantry. 
Chase Todd Photography donated time on campus to take individual pictures of our kids, sibling shots 
and group pictures of their cottage family. 

• August- We had our annual Back to School Party/Tutor Orientation. This is a time for new and seasoned 
tutors to get together to talk about the upcoming school year and to meet all the children. We had a 
delicious lunch and finished the afternoon with the children playing on a waterslide rental donated by Carolina Bounce.  

• September – Once again we were fortunate to receive Clemson football tickets to see our Tigers play thanks to Dabo’s All In Founda-
tion.  This is always a big day for our kids.  

• October – A program called Connect Our Kids in partnership with Lowe’s of Seneca blessed us with a refurbished playground. They 
repaired some older structures and purchased new equipment along with a rubberized mulch. The playground looks so much better 
and the children are enjoying the new swings and slides.  

• November – We had our annual Thanksgiving Dinner where we invited families, tutors, caseworkers, etc. to join us for a full traditional 
Thanksgiving meal. We are very appreciative of our volunteers that helped out with the food and those that helped serve. We had a 
large attendance and hope even more can join us this year.  

• December – The Christmas season was very busy, but exciting for the children and staff. We were beyond blessed with the out-pouring 
of love and donations we received this year. Secret Santas made it a very special Christmas for our kids! We attended our annual Lydia 
Group Christmas lunch at Pendleton First Baptist to start off the month. Children and staff had our annual CCH lunch hosted by Light-
house Restaurant where Santa & Mrs. Clause stopped by to give gifts and candy canes. The Chickasaw Point Women’s Club hosted a 
Christmas party serving hot chocolate and desserts. The children were all presented with a beautiful box full of gifts and stocking stuffer 
items. We hope this will become a tradition as well.  

• January – We were thrilled to be the recipient of the $2500 prize from the World of Energy Christmas Tree Contest.  Thank you to eve-
ryone who voted for our tree sponsored and decorated by Cosmopolitan Woman’s Club members. Those sweet ladies are so talented 
and dedicated to helping our kids. 

• January—March—the kids have had a blast painting and working with clay at Walhalla Art Works sponsored by Brent Smith and friends 
at Total Comfort Solutions. 

• March—We are gearing up for our annual Spring break camping trip to Oconee State Park.  We are so thankful to OSP for helping us 
share the joys of camping with our kids.   

‘In His Wakes’ Team teaching a few of our kids water safety Some of our kids creating works of art with clay 
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What a Difference You’ve Made |  

We are so grateful for all the Cosmopolitan Woman’s Club does for our children and staff throughout the year.  This formidable, 
caring and inspiring group of ladies mean the world to us.  Not only do they support us financially, which is a tremendous blessing, 
but they tirelessly give of themselves throughout the year.   

Many of them tutor.  A few have tutored some of our most challenging children...there were a couple of times we were surprised 
when they chose to see it through for the entire school year and then miraculously showed up the next school year to do it all over 
again.  More importantly, they were there with us as we all proudly celebrated each child’s improvements and academic successes.  

Many of them make hand-make greeting cards for our kids to send notes to their classmates, family, etc.; these cards are AMAZING!  
They have now set such a high standard of quality…Hallmark just won’t do for us anymore! 

Many do fun activities with our kids...from an annual tradition of decorating gingerbread cookies /houses to checking in with house-
parents throughout the year to schedule outings, such as taking them to the pool, to dinner, to a movie, to sponsor bowling and 
pizza parties, etc.  All designed to build relationships and make life-time memories. 

Some also volunteer at our Thrift Store making Cheryl’s and Teresa’s work load lighter and helping raise money for our children and   
others in need in the community. 

Many work behind the scene.  Although unable to physically work with our children, they support us in other ways.  They share in 
the hurts and the celebrations of our children and staff.  More importantly, they pray for our kids and are there for us when we need 
them.  There has never been a time Collins Home has asked anything of this club that they have not exceeded expectations.   

Cosmo Ladies...thank you for all that you do for Collins Home! 

Cosmopolitan Woman’s Club 

Cosmopolitan Woman’s Club—group picture, May 2017 

“She is clothed in Strength and Dignity and she Laughs 

without fear of the future.”  Proverbs 31:25 
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Our wonderful community 

• We were thrilled to be one of the charities to benefit from the 2017 Blue Ridge Fest last year and were jumping for joy when they pre-
sented us with a check for $17,000!  Thank you Blue Ridge Electric Cooperative for making the difference in the lives of our kids! 

• The wonderful ladies of the Chickasaw Point Women’s Club made sure our kids had what they needed to be successful in school and to 
have fun as well… 
 for the kids annual beach trip they donated:  24 beach bags filled with toys, towels, swimsuits, sunscreen, sunglasses and flip flops 
 for back to school they donated personalized backpacks with school supplies 
 For Christmas they hosted a Christmas party for the kids with Mr. & Mrs. Santa Claus and gave out clothes and toys to each child 

• Thank you to David and Judy Cundiff for always making sure we have lots of delicious hams for our Thanksgiving Dinner each year...even 
when you’re not in town! 

• Thank you to the Falls Ladies for ensuring our kids get a neatly wrapped book each year to help grow their little minds. 
• Thank you First Baptist of Pendleton for all that you do throughout the year and for filling our freezers with lots of meat each year. 
• Thank you Glow Salon & Spa for working with Rivers of Justice and giving our girl’s and housemom’s a pampering day complete with 

goodie bags. 
• Thank you to Wanda Hurt and the wonderful friends at Waterford Point for hosting an Easter Egg hunt for our kids and for  providing 

new shoes, baskets, toys and a boat outing for our children...they loved it and had a blast! 
• Milliken / Pendleton Finishing...WOW!  Thank you for sponsoring 9 of our kids for Christmas this year! 
• Thank you to Total Comfort Solutions for making sure our children had everything they needed for Christmas and covering the cost of 3 

artwork outings for our children. 
• Thank you, Ed Pekarek and Rich Leonard for all you do around campus, from building an awesome deck to building/installing shelves for 

us to store our kids’ keepsakes. 
• Thank you, Rite Aid Foundation KidCents for choosing us as one of your charities.  And for those of you who shop at Rite Aid and choose 

to ‘round up’ your purchases...those extra cents really are making a difference for kids...thank you! 
• Thank you, Lighthouse Restaurant for sponsoring a nice Christmas Dinner for our kids and staff along with Mr. & Mrs. Claus again last 

year.  This is a much anticipated event each year! 
 

Thanks to the generosity of our donors and grantors, we were able to achieve the following improvements/accomplishments in 2017: 
• Replaced two worn out vans. 
• In our June 23, 2017 article in the Daily Journal, we shared a big need we had in the homes to replace the children’s worn out bedroom 

furniture.  Within two weeks, we had received $10,640.00 designated to purchase the furniture.  This combined with a grant, from a 
wonderful anonymous donor, allowed us to purchase beautiful, durable  furniture for our children.   In July, sixteen beautiful twin beds 
(w/drawers), nightstands and dressers were delivered and our kids LOVE them!  It touches our hearts beyond words when we share a 
need and you, our CCH family, rally together, dig a little deeper and answer our prayers.  Thank you to all who contributed to this need 
and outpouring of love.  

• Replaced damaged carpet in the girls’ home. 
• With the help from some of the loving, service-minded churches in our community we were able to trim bushes and shrubs, spread 

mulch, pressure wash homes, install a walk-way to BK’s apartment, etc.  Thank you Utica Baptist Church, LifePoint Church, One Commu-
nity Church, Mountain Lakes Church for all your hard work...and to Yoder’s Building Supply for donating supplies to make our workday 
successful! 

• Tore down a small back porch on the girls’ home and replaced it with a nice big deck that they immediately began enjoying as a family. 
• Through a grant, Lowe’s revamped the entire playground by installing new equipment and disposing of worn out pieces. 
• Chase with Chase Todd Photography came to our campus to take beautiful picture of our children, their houseparents and sibling 

shots...giving our children some great memory keepsakes. 

 

April 28, 2018—Collins Home Campus Clean-up Day  
We need volunteers to help with much needed repairs and clean-up around the campus. So far our needs list includes painting, trimming 
all the trees & shrubs around the homes, cleaning out gutters, etc. This is a great time to get your teams, lifegroups, etc. together to help 
a great cause.  The more the merrier...many hands make light work! 

May 4, 2018—Blue Ridge Fest  
This is a great event to take your whole family to for an enjoyable evening while supporting Collins Children’s Home!  We are so excited to 
be one of the charities to benefit from the 2018 Blue Ridge Fest on Friday, May 4, 2018 at 734 West Main Street, Pickens, SC 29671.   

May 18, 2018—16th Annual SCES Golf Tournament 
Our 16th Annual Stancil Cooley Estep & Stamey Golf Tournament at Cross Creek Plantation has been scheduled for Friday, May 18, 2018.  
Mark your calendars for a fun day of golfing and a delicious steak dinner reception.  Contact me at 864-882-0893 or 
apelfrey@collinschildrenshome.org for details if you would like to participate as a golfer and/or sponsor this vital fundraiser.  Your sup-
port is needed and greatly appreciated. 

September 22, 2018—35th Annual Chicken Barbecue Dinner 
Our 35th Annual Chicken BBQ Dinner will be held at Northside Elementary Cafeteria in Seneca, SC on Saturday, September 22, 2018 from 
4-7pm.  Eating in and take out is available. This is a good time for friends to get together with no food preparation and no clean up!  Each 
$12 plate includes ½ slow grilled chicken, baked beans, coleslaw, potato chips, roll, pickles and cookies with tea or lemonade.  

Upcoming Events | CCH sponsored events & community events supporting CCH 

http://www.blueridgefest.com/
mailto:apelfrey@collinschildrenshome.org
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Memorials & Honorariums | 

Memorial Gifts–Thank you for celebrating a memory…02/16/17—02/28/18 

Chrissy Adams Jason Honeycutt Mr. & Mrs. W. Paschal Cochran 

Ms. Trish Brynjolfsson Mr. & Mrs. Robert Chastain Marcia B. Collins 

Mr. & Mrs. James W. Penn, Jr. Mr. Derald E. Hunnicutt Ms. Cherry Counts 

Dr. & Mrs. James Pruitt Mrs. Imogene Hunnicutt Elliot Davis, LLC 

Reverend Dr. Jeff Bost Dorothy Juknis Mr. & Mrs. Beach Foster 

Mrs. Maggie Bost Mr. & Mrs. David Hartman Mabel Grant 

Young Memorial ARP Church Charles Edward Lee Ms. Lily Roland Hall 

Mr. Joe Boucher Coyann Gray Lee Mr. & Mrs. Alex Hudson, II 

Ms. Lisa Boucher Dr. Mike Lee Mr. & Mrs. Robert Hughes 

Clyde Melvin Bridges Ms. Edith Lee Mr. Jonathan Hungerford 

Mr. & Mrs. Ben J. Martin Mrs. Marjorie Maddox Karen and Fred Kapp 

Alton Burgess Lynn Jeffcoat Mr. & Mrs. Gary Lackey 

Mary Lou Hamilton & Family Clara A. Rackley Brad & Heidi Lorenzetti 

Mrs. Elaine Bushey Mrs. Imogene Hunnicutt Kenneth & Linda Lowe 

David & Jan Bushey Gloria Reynolds Mr. & Mrs. James McCabe 

Mr. Aaron Byerley Mr. & Mrs. Steve Haslup Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Mihaly 

Mr. Mark Byerley Craig Rogers Ms. Margaret M. Moore 

Mr. Neil Byerly Mr. & Mrs. Scott Hartney Norris Supply Company 

Mr. & Mrs. Aaron Byerley Phil Rogers Mr. & Mrs. Gilbert Parker 

Mr. Mark Byerley Mr. & Mrs. Ben J. Martin Mr. & Mrs. Grady Poole 

Mr. & Mrs. Mike Byerley Francis Sandifer Powell Insurance Group 

Bea J. Crews Mr. Greg Sandifer Mr. & Mrs. Joe D. Rackley 

Coyann Gray Lee Valerie Scott-Wagner Sanitary Pumbing Contractors 

Nicholas DiTommaso Mr. Larry Pollard Ms. Susan Waldrop Slaughter 

Ms. Barbara Dolan Mrs. Betty Senn Ms. Susan Stamey 

Ms. Carol Dolan Richard & Kaye Gibson Dr. & Mrs. Charles Strauss 

Ms. Linda Hillis Rick & Pam Polhemus Mr. & Mrs. Micky Strickland 

Ruby V. Dove Robert J. Stafford Mr. & Mrs. Joe E. Tayor, Jr. 

Coyann Gray Lee Mr. Henry Euler Ms. Lillian Thrift 

Robert (Bob) Edwards Ms. Marge Otter Tri County Technical College 

Janice & David Comer Mr. Tom Thrift Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Waters 

Edwards Auto Sales Employees Ms. Karen Alley Carol Wilborn 

Ernestine S. Lanford Mr. & Mrs. Russell Ashmore, Jr. Neal & Fay Workman 

Frank & Lynn Lanford Blanchard Machinery Co. Mr. & Mrs. W. Ray Wyatt 

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Nix Mr. W. Michael Bond Larry and Sandy Yuda 

Pleasant Ridge Baptist WMU Ruth C. Bond Mrs. Marjorie Urquhart 

Rocky Knoll Baptist Church Mr. & Mrs. Charles Bradshaw, Sr. Mr. & Mrs. Edwin Urquhart 

Neal & Fay Workman Mr. & Mrs. Charles Bradshaw, Jr. Mr. Todd Williams 

Patsy and Jerry Ellis Harold Brock Family Mrs. Cynthia Swafford 

Coyann Gray Lee Dr. & Mrs. Frank Brown Mr. & Mrs. Randy Williams 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Fisher Mr. & Mrs. William H. Burton Betty Davenport Workman 

Dr. & Mrs. Hayes Cross Cecil Sandifer SS Class Ruth H. Payne 

 Cherokee, Inc.  

Through an honorarium or a memorial, you can recognize loved ones with a gift that helps Collins Home provide a safe, loving home for 
children.  We will send the honoree or the family of the memorialized an acknowledgment card to inform them of your gift. Honorarium 
gifts are appropriate for birthdays, baptisms, bar and bat mitzvahs, graduations, house warmings, weddings, new babies and more.  Hon-
orariums and Memorial gifts are also recognized in our Head for Home newsletter. 

Thank you for choosing to support our children on behalf of  
someone you love! 
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For information on how you can support Collins Home through our Memorial/
Honorarium program, give us a call at 864-882-0893. 

William C. Acton, MD Mr. & Mrs. Rusty Guill Joe and Anne Rackley 

Mr. & Mrs. James Acton Coyann Gray Lee Mr. & Mrs. Ben Garvin 

Mr. & Mrs. Lew Beck Joe and Gloria Hadecheck Hope and Barkley Radebaugh 

Coyann Gray Lee Sherry Thrift Bradshaw Sherry Thrift Bradshaw 

Terri Becker Harley Family Richard, Katie & Bennett Reams 

Ms. Thelma Clark Mr. & Mrs. John Gilreath Mr. & Mrs. Tim Bowen 

Dr. Rick and Shannon Bogan Mrs. Sara Haslup Casey Rogers and Family 

Sherry Thrift Bradshaw Mr. Scott Haslup Mr. & Mrs. Ben Martin 

Charlie and Virginia Bradshaw Mrs. Dee Helvik Kay and Shufy Rowe                                             

Sherry Thrift Bradshaw Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Morgan Sherry Thrift Bradshaw 

Charlie and Judy Bradshaw Tom and Cathy Holmes Pam and Mark Rushmore 

Sherry Thrift Bradshaw Mr. & Mrs. Ken Glasgow Sherry Thrift Bradshaw 

Mr. Richard Bushey Sam and Dr. Dina Hunter Mr. & Mrs. Don Sawyer 

David & Jan Bushey Sherry Thrift Bradshaw Mr. & Mrs. Gordon Brown 

Bill and Connie Caldwell Tim Hydrick's Birthday Ms. Diane Schmidt 

Mr. R. Gary Lee Sherry Thrift Bradshaw Ms. Susan Sayrs 

Bebe and Ken Carter Ihlenfedlt Family and Kristina Brian Keith (BK) Seabolt 

Sherry Thrift Bradshaw Mr. & Mrs. John Gilreath Ms. Edith Lee 

Todd and Donna Cash Alex Johnson Family Mr. & Mrs. Joe Rackley 

Sherry Thrift Bradshaw Coyann Gray Lee Mr. and Mrs. Walter Sherman 

Melanie Caswell Dr. and Mrs. Richard Juel Mr. & Mrs. Byron Yancey 

Sherry Thrift Bradshaw Mr. & Mrs. Gordon Brown Bill and Beth Smith 

William and Lynn Clark Margaret King Sherry Thrift Bradshaw 

Mr. & Mrs. Steve Crews Mr. & Mrs. James Acton Mrs. Brenda Thomson 

Mr. Ken Collins Teri and Jeff Kirby Ms. Heather Thomson 

Mr. & Mrs. Steve Grogan Sherry Thrift Bradshaw Mr. & Mrs. Leroy Drew 

Anna and Joseph Copelan W. P. and Addie Law Gary and Cathy Thrift 

Mr. & Mrs. Ben Martin Mr. & Mrs. Warren Law Sherry Thrift Bradshaw 

Jared Copelan Catherine Lownsbury Sam and Joellen Thrift 

Mr. & Mrs. Martin Mr. & Mrs. John Gilreath Sherry Thrift Bradshaw 

Jay and Kelly Copelan Christie Martin Joann Wagner 

Mr. & Mrs. Ben Martin Pickens Co. Career & Tech Center Mr. & Mrs. John Wagner 

Cosmopolitan Woman's Club Mary Martin John and Leslie Walker 

Ms. Sandra Ricketts Mr. & Mrs. Ben J. Martin Mr. & Mrs. David Hartman 

The Dolan Girls Steve Martin Family Mr. & Mrs. Craig Williams 

Ms. Elizabeth Di Tommaso Coyann Gray Lee Coyann Gray Lee 

Celia and Henry Deneen Sheliah and Carson Mauldin Mrs. Floree Walker 

Sherry Thrift Bradshaw Coyann Gray Lee Mr. & Mrs. Ben J. Martin 

Mr. & Mrs. Kelly Durham Mary and Ivy McMillan Adam Wilson and Family 

Coyann Gray Lee Mr. & Mrs. James Acton Mr. & Mrs. Ben J. Martin 

Barbara Friend Moore Family Ava Wilson 

Mr. & Mrs. John Wagner Mr. & Mrs. John Gilreath Mr. & Mrs. Ben J. Martin 

Mr. & Mrs. Terry Gilchrist Steve and Elizabeth Mounce Danny and Beverly Wilson 

Coyann Gray Lee Sherry Thrift Bradshaw Mr. & Mrs. Ben Martin 

Dave and Grace Gillis Aimee and JR Murphy Miss Kylie Wilson 

Ms. Leslie York Sherry Thrift Bradshaw Mr. & Mrs. Ben J. Martin 

Terry Gilstrap Family Carol and Al Odom Mr. & Mrs. Rick Wilson 

Coyann Gray Lee Sherry Thrift Bradshaw Coyann Gray Lee 

Randy and Michele Grant Tonja and Benji Parr Scott Wilson and Family 

Ms. Nancy Arneson Sherry Thrift Bradshaw Mr. & Mrs. Ben J. Martin 

Honorariums Gifts–and for honoring a friend, family or associate...02/16/17-02/28/18 



 

For more Information 
About CCH Contact Us 

 

Collins Children’s Home 

P.O. Box 745 

Seneca, SC 29679 

(864) 882-0893 
 

www.collinschildrenshome.com 

 

P.O. Box 745 

Seneca, SC 29679 
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Collins Children’s Home:  “Transforming lives of children for better tomorrows” 

April is Child Abuse Prevention Month |be their voice 

Join us in being advocates for children 

We all have a role to play in making sure our community is the best place for children and families to 
thrive  
• There are simple actions each of us can take every day to help reduce family isolation and stress, 

which are two of the major risk factors of child abuse and neglect.  Such actions include making 
yourself known to new neighbors and families, volunteering your time at pre- or post-school pro-
grams, or providing time for parents to have an occasional break from the rigors of parenthood.  

 

Great childhoods, and healthy, productive futures, are undermined by Adverse Childhood Experiences  
• ACEs include things like child abuse (including physical, sexual, and emotional), neglect, parental 

stress, divorce, parental unemployment, parental mental illness or addiction.  
• Greater than one in four people have experienced at least one ACE, and one in eight have experi-

enced at least four or more ACEs during their childhood.  The greater number of ACEs increases the 
risk of long-term adverse consequences.  

• Reducing ACEs leads to positive long-term outcomes for children and communities, including low-
ering risk for serious health complications and helping children grow into more prosperous and 
productive adults. 

What you can do if you suspect a child is being harmed 
• If you suspect a child is being harmed, reporting your suspicions may protect a child and get help 

for the family.  Reports should be made to your local child protective services agency or police 
department. 


