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Happy Fall Y’all!!!  I know we welcomed fall on our calendars last month, but now it’s 
finally starting to feel like it!  Many of you guys will probably not relate to this, but we 
girls finally get to wear our sweaters, boots and scarfs.  And hoodies for all our kids; I’d 
say 90% or more of our kids love them! Not only are they cozy, they give the kids a front 
pocket to rest their hands…that’s a win-win!  And of course, “Everybody’s wearing 
them.”  
 Did you know that when we take most of our kids shopping for the first time, they are 
shocked and amazed that they get to pick out ‘nice’ clothes for themselves?  And as a 
nonprofit ministry, we are not extravagant by any means.  Going to Belk’s or Burke’s is 
sometimes the ‘fanciest’ clothes store they’ve ever been in.   
 
These are bittersweet moments for our houseparents as they enjoy being a part of this 
new experience for our kids, they also hurt that they may have missed out on so many 
basic life experiences.  So, they walk a tight line of being happy in that moment, without 
making our kids feel bad about their lack of experience. The last thing we’d ever want to 
do is make them think less of their parents who can’t afford many of the things we may 
take for granted.  
 
Children are a precious gift from God. It’s our privilege and responsibility to care for 
them and help them live the full and abundant life He desires for them.  Which for us 
means finding that right balance of taking care of everything for them and teaching them 
to take responsibility for themselves when we’re not sure what the future holds for them.  
In this season of their life, we can be their shelter in their time of uncertainty and be their 
catalyst for finding they are stronger than they think. 
 
Every fall I write about how this is my favorite season…because, well, it is 😊😊!  The 
kids are having a blast with Fall Festivals, hay rides, hot chocolate, corn mazes and are 
excitedly looking forward to next week’s trick or treating.  They are only thinking of 
‘getting lots of candy’ while the houseparents are making sure they stay safe and have 
fun!  This can be even more challenging that you know…sort of like herding cats.  We 
are so thankful for many of you who provide costumes for our kids each year, drop off 
little goodies and join our hearts’ desire to build wonderful happy memories for our kids! 
 
 


