
Many years ago I was a Collins Home kid. I clearly remember the day my mother told my three 
sisters and me that we were going to live at a children’s home. With all our belongings in the car we 
rounded the bend of a long driveway and I caught a glimpse of the biggest house I had ever seen; the 
home of Joe and Anne Rackley. They were the hugging-est and smiling-est people I had ever met. I 
loved them immediately but I didn’t want my Mom to leave! I cried, begged, bartered and tried every 
weapon in my arsenal to get her to stay but she did not. I was six years old and could not understand 
why she left us there. 

My first meal at Collins Home was my introduction to a home with rules and discipline. I was not 
allowed to leave the table until I ate all my peas. Joe and I sat there for a long time! I received my 
roots in faith, family, and perseverance there. I credit Collins Home and Joe and Anne with forming 
me into the man I have become. 

As a family we woke up early, made our beds, brushed our teeth, and greeted everyone as we entered 
the kitchen for breakfast. We spent time everyday doing homework after school as a group, 
something my children still do today. I learned so much... from working a garden to construction to 
problem solving and child rearing. We had numerous volunteers that would stop by and spend time 
with us. I am still very close to those “special friends” and have watched their children, and in some 
cases grandchildren grow. 

Collins Home was my home in every sense of the word. I saw many children at different stages of 
life. We all showed up in various states, some suffering deeply, some neglected and some unloved; 
yet, we quickly experienced unconditional love. Every night before we went to bed we walked 
around and gave each person in the house a goodnight hug, also something that my family does to 
this day. 



	  

I left Collins Home at age thirteen when Mom remarried a great man that provided for us. At 
seventeen I joined the Marine Corps determined to make something of myself. I was promoted faster 
than most and ended my career as a Gunnery Sergeant. I served in Bosnia-Herzegovina, Albania, 
Kosovo, and Iraq (twice). I followed until I lead. I lead until I retired. I 
spent my downtime teaching Marines the lessons that I had learned at 
Collins Home. Although I received awards and accolades, taught 
Marine Corps Martial Arts, and weapons handling I am still a kid when 
I spend time with Joe and Anne. 

When life got tough I often thought. “How would Joe handle this?” or 
“What would Anne say about this?” I feel a deep desire to follow in 
their footsteps. Now thirty some years after entering Collins, I look 
back with nothing but love and respect. I truly thank God for the life He 
has blessed me with and the time I spent there. I know that I could not 
have made it without living for the one true God and His voice put into 
action through Collins Home. 

If you are one of the many friends who supported the Home when I was 
there I want to personally thank you for changing my life. And if you 
are now asking yourself if you should give to this ministry; I can assure 
you that your donation will change the future of some very deserving 
kids. Unfortunately there are still too many children (much like the 
frightened six year old boy that I was) who need a safe and caring place to live. I hope you will 
consider your most generous gift to Collins Home this Christmas season. 

Merry Christmas! 

Brian Feil 

On Behalf of Collins Children’s Home & Family Ministries...thank you for supporting and caring for 
all the children and families God has placed in our path in the past 33+ years. It is because of friends 
like you that we are able to help children like Brian and his sisters. 

We hope you will continue to help us provide a home to children who may experience the feeling of 
love and safety for the first time...and establish values that they will pass down to their children. 

Your gift is extremely important to Collins Home because it allows us to not only make an immediate 
impact on our children, but one that will follow them for the rest of their lives. Thank you so much 
for your help. 

God bless and Merry Christmas! 

Alena Pelfrey  
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