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This is getting real!!!  Our skinny, little, awkward 14-year-old boy has turned into a tall, 
handsome, maturing 18-year-old.  With this being his Senior year in high school, we’ve 
encouraged him to think about the future and what he wants to do.  So, when he talked to 
us about joining the Army, our emotions were all over the place.  “Is he ready for this?”  
“I know he’s 18 and can make this decision, but he’ll be so far away from us…how can 
we take care him?”  “But this could really be good for him.”   
 
We felt all the emotions every parent feels when learning your child wants to join the 
military.   On the one hand, we are super proud of him and this decision.  But on the other 
hand, we still see the little boy we’ve loved and cared for over the last four years.  When 
he officially signed the enlistment papers this week, we realized it won’t be easy letting 
him go.  But it will be a proud ‘parenting’ family moment as we watch him spread his 
wings and become all God designed him to be. 
 
From the moment our kids arrive at Collins Home, we care for them, love them, protect 
them fiercely, intercede, advocate and do all we can to give them the best childhood we 
can despite their circumstances.  Some will live with us less than a year…while some will 
live with us until they are ready to leave the nest.  It is our privileged duty to teach them 
life skills, coping skills, instill Godly character and prepare them to face new challenges 
and prayerfully live successful lives. 
 
Over the next couple of months, we will be working to transition a sibling group of three 
as they return home with their parents while we also welcome four more children to 
Collins Home.  Please be in prayer for the houseparents as they miss the children leaving 
and prepare for more kids; learning their individual needs, personalities and loving them 
where they are on their journey to a happier and healthier life. 
 
 
 
 
 


