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As the Director of Collins Children’s Home for the past 10 years, the question I have been asked 

most often is “How long can children live at Collins Home?”  And the answer is “Our kids can live with us 

as long as they need to.”  Some will live with us six months and others for many years.  Our initial priority 

is to welcome them into a warm, loving and caring home environment where a houseparent couple will 

care for them; doing everything a good parent is supposed to do. Then as we get to know our children and 

learn their personalities, aspirations, struggles, etc., we start working on age appropriate plans to do as 

much good for each of them in the time we have.  For six-year-olds, that may mean teaching them to pick 

up toys, make their bed, brush their teeth, comb their hair while they are also receiving developmental 

screenings, words of affirmation and of course hugs.   For adolescents and teenagers, we have a stronger 

sense of urgency to prepare them for the future by ensuring they receive the life skills they’ll need to be 

successful on their own someday…and hopefully find a career they love. 
 

Recently our kids were asked, “What do you want to be when you grow up?”  Here are some of the 

answers:  Bus Driver (age 8), Firefighter (age 6), Pilot (age 6), Veterinarian (ages 12 and 13), Singer (age 

12), Welder (age 15), Clothes Designer (age 12), Engineer (age 14), Teacher (age 10), Construction 

Worker (age 10), Pro Football Player (age 10), Business Owner (Age 15), Engineer for BMW (age 15), 

CEO of clothing company (age 15), Army (age 18).  It’s always cute to hear what our  younger children 

want to be, knowing they still have a little time to make that decision.  When our older kids state what 

they want to be, it is important we hear them and help them get as close as possible to that goal while 

they are with us.  
 

Long-term goals are hard to comprehend, much less achieve, by a child whose life has been turned 

upside down.  Trying to understand what just happened and what’s next is the most important issue for a 

child coming into one of our homes.  Self-worth can be very low.  Being defiant and/or being withdrawn 

are two reactions we see by children who just want to be loved. They need to be loved.  Love is so 

incredibly powerful.  God first gave us His love and then He gave us the commandment to love one 

another. To be able to show children unconditional love is a gift.  Love nourishes children, helping them 

grow and flourish to their full potential.  Prayerfully as we love our children, we will help heal their 

hearts as we help them grow into strong and successful adults. 


