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There is so much beauty in the world that sometimes gets lost in the chaos of life, news, business, etc.  
As I attended the Cosmopolitan Woman’s Club meeting this week, our table of ladies talked about the 
world needing love and kindness and how we’re all just tired of the negative news we see every day. 
Collins Home’s co-founder, Anne Rackley told us about a video clip she watched where a gentleman 
sitting in a restaurant noticed an elderly woman sitting nearby and as he and his wife stood to leave, it 
was as if he felt a tap on his shoulder from God urging him to speak to this woman.  So be bent down 
until he was eye level with her and said, “You look lovely today.”  To which she responded, “My husband 
died a year ago and that is something he would say to me.”  They both cried, hugged and appreciated 
that moment of kindness.  
 
I know in previous articles I’ve talked about this notion of ‘if we’d all just be kind to each other our 
differences would seem less obvious’, but I’m not sure I can say it enough.  I have to remind myself 
often.  It starts with us as individuals…then practicing it with our families.  For Collins Home it means 
practicing it and teaching it.  One of the houseparents recently shared that one of our girls was still angry 
at her mother for not doing everything she needed to accomplish for her to return home.  She didn’t 
want to continue a relationship with her mother.  So, the Housemom listened and prayed with her and 
encouraged her to understand the issues her mom was dealing with.  They talked about forgiveness and 
how they could encourage and support her mom.  That sounds a little backwards, doesn’t it?  But again, 
kindness starts with us, even when we don’t believe someone deserves it.  Fast forward to today…this 
same child excitedly looks forward to visiting with her mom.  Prayerfully family bonds will continue to 
strengthen and grow. 
 
Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all 
malice. Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you. 
Ephesians 4:31-32 
 
Drum roll please… next week is our much-anticipated annual BBQ.  We are looking forward to 
seeing our BBQ regulars and our new recruits joining us for our 35th Annual Chicken Barbecue Dinner to 
be held Saturday, September 22nd at Northside Elementary Cafeteria from 4 to 7 p.m. If you have not 
reserved your tickets…do so now by calling us at 864-882-0893 or swing by the office at 110 Collins 
Home Drive, Seneca, SC 29672. AND… if you would like to have your business name advertised during 
the event…it’s not too late, please contact me for sponsorship information at 864-882-0893 or 
apelfrey@collinschildrenshome.org.  
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