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Our Collins Home Family celebrated our ‘big’ Annual Thanksgiving dinner this past 
Tuesday evening with our children, staff, board members, tutors, mentors, case 
workers and the children’s families where we all enjoyed a wonderful meal and time 
together. 
 
The meal was traditional and delicious. Tina Justice organized everything and took 
care of all the details. Everyone enjoyed ham, turkey with dressing and gravy, green 
beans, corn, sweet potato casserole, rolls, tea and desserts. All the staff and several 
volunteers pitched in to help with preparations for the meal. I am grateful Tina was 
able to keep us going in the same direction. Special thanks to ONE Community 
Church for serving everyone again this year and to all who donated or cooked a dish. 
 
Tina also presented a slideshow of activities the homes participated in during the 
year and the kids got a kick out of seeing themselves on the screen whether they 
were posing for the camera or caught making silly faces. The highlight of the evening 
was when the children provided us with special performances showing off their 
talents.  A group of our kids teamed up to perform a song, ‘I Got a Jesus That Loves 
Me a Lot’ that included some smooth moves from the kids who were too shy to sing.  
It was ADORABLE!  Then three of our girls beautifully quoted scripture verses 
they’ve been working on. It was HEARTWARMING! Two more of our girls sang a 
sweet song of praise.  It was JOYFUL!  And not to be outdone, our youngest sang 
‘Jesus Loves Me’. It was PRECIOUS!   
 
This is an important celebration for all of us here at Collins Home and each year is 
special.  But this year was made even more special when not one, but two sweet 
attendees asked if they could have a minute to speak.  Having no clue what either 
wanted to say, but agreeing…because they love us…right?  When a family member of 
two children we have cared for came to the front of the room, she touched our 
hearts as she shared how much CCH means to her and what we meant to her Mom, 
who had recently passed away; how from day one we made them feel like a part of 
the family.  Then our hearts were double blessed when our 18-year-old stood up 
because he wanted us to know that “We’re all his family and the best thing that has 
ever happened to him.”   
 
From our Collins Home family to yours, we hope you have a very blessed and safe 
Thanksgiving. We are so thankful for YOU and we appreciate your love, support and 
prayers throughout the year!  

 



 


