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It’s all about the children. As I reflect on the responsibility of each person 
involved at Collins Home, it all comes back to one specific group …. the children! 
They rely on each one of us (staff or volunteer) every day to be their heroes in 
one manner or another. In reading the book, “It’s Not About Me,” by Max 
Lucado, our Collins Home children were constantly on my mind. I also thought of 
our houseparents who sacrifice so much of their personal lives to fill so many 
roles in our children’s lives.  
 
As you can well imagine, it takes a special person married to another special 
person to become the couple that God directs to serve our children who have 
been through very traumatic circumstances. It is not an easy road for our 
houseparents. Children who are struggling with their past as well as present 
circumstances will typically lash out at those whom they are most comfortable 
with on campus. This is usually the houseparents who care for them daily.  
 
When individuals are called to care for and love kids who are many times not 
very lovable clearly understand that “it’s not about them.” If both houseparents 
don’t have Christ as their role model plus a tremendous amount of patience they 
won’t last very long. It is about helping one child at a time overcome issues such 
as physical, emotional, sexual and/or verbal abuse or neglect. These children 
have not learned the tools they need to handle situations appropriately. It is not 
uncommon for children to spout obscenities or to become aggressive when they 
are angry. It is the responsibility of the houseparents and the children’s 
counselors to help each child learn how to channel frustrations, fears, hurts, 
disappointments, etc. in a healthy manner.  
 
As April comes to an end and we wrap-up another ‘Child Abuse Prevention 
Month’ we want to thank each of you who walk alongside us 365 days of the 
year to ensure our kids are loved and cared for in a warm Christian family 
environment.  Through your continued prayers and support we can continue our 
ministry of “transforming lives of children for better tomorrows.” 
 

Attention:   Golfers and Event Sponsors….  Our 15th Annual Stancil 
Cooley Estep & Stamey Golf Tournament at Cross Creek Plantation is just around 
the corner on Friday, May 19, 2017.  Mark your calendars for a fun day of golfing 
and a delicious dinner reception.  Contact me at 864-882-0893 or 



apelfrey@collinschildrenshome.org for details if you would like to participate as a 
golfer and/or a sponsor for this vital fundraiser.  Your support is needed and 
greatly appreciated. 
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