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April is National Child Abuse Prevention Month. Since this is important every day of the 
year, it’s really a month of increased efforts to spread the word about the critical need 
for all of us to work together to do what we can to protect children in our sphere of 
influence AND possibly help the parent(s) get the help they need.  What I have found to 
be a major problem leading to child abuse is drugs.  In the manufacturing world, when 
you have a problem you determine the root cause and work to eliminate it.  Since there 
is a definite correlation with drug addiction to child abuse, we need to continue focusing 
on solutions for the root cause of the problem, ‘what led to addiction that led to abuse’ 
and what resources are available for addict?  I know this is easier said than done.  I am 
thankful Sheriff Crenshaw and Christ Central Ministries in Oconee who are working 
diligently to 1) get drugs off the street and 2) provide programs to help addicts reach 
recovery.   
 
I think as a society we are quick to dehumanize drug addicts; I know I do.  I’ve seen too 
many lives destroyed by drugs; I hate drugs and the havoc they wreak.    I’ve also come 
to learn, working with children of addicts and having addicts in my own family, that the 
addict isn’t all bad and every effort should be made to get them the help they need.  
Sadly, I do understand that all addicts can’t be helped.  This is a problem so pervasive, I 
can’t possibly cover all the facets of destruction that drugs bring, but I can ask that 
before you laugh and joke about the ‘faces of meth’ that you remember there are other 
faces too…the children, mom, dad, brother, sister, etc. of addicts whose hearts are 
breaking every day.  I am challenging myself and every person reading this article to 
consider what you can do to help the Sheriff’s department and recovery centers to to 
build up resources and be very intentional about praying for those needing recovery, 
those they have hurt and the folks in the community working to eradicate this growing 
and ever evolving scourge in our community; drugs and child abuse! 
 
If you suspect child abuse, always err on the side of the child and contact your local DSS, 
where they will determine if the child can remain in the home while the parent(s) 
receive additional support services or if they need to be moved to safer environment 
while the parent(s) work to improve their lives. 
 
 
 


