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Did you know that April was designated Child Abuse Prevention Month in 1983? Sadly, over 36 
years later we’re still dealing with this tragic issue. Child abuse and maltreatment takes place on 
a regular basis in our community. Too often we, as a society, become so absorbed in our daily 
activities that we fail to observe the signs that tell us a child is at risk of harm. After abuse takes 
place, all we can do is find ways to protect the child from future harm while helping the child to 
cope with the trauma. Collins Home exists to help these children and families in crisis. 
 
Studies show that survivors of abuse are six times as likely to become abusive parents. Thus, 
many abusive parents continue the downward spiral of his or her family. Over the years, we, at 
Collins Home, have worked with children who loudly proclaim they will break the cycle. They will 
do things different with their children.  

Do you remember when you were a teenager? If you are like many of us, you probably said you 
would never be like your mom or dad.  You made promises to give your children every 
opportunity perhaps you didn’t have. As a teenager, you may have decided to let your children 
do anything they wanted and stay up as late as they wanted. Yet today, you probably realize 
you raised your children much like you were raised by your parents. 

I am glad to say the situation is not hopeless. Our children can learn to break the cycle. At 
Collins Home, we help break this cycle by providing a safe family atmosphere in our homes. Our 
children observe responsible adult behavior as it is modeled by our houseparents. Our children 
also receive counseling to help them learn new ways to cope with their feelings and modify their 
behavior. We work to teach our kids that they can make a difference, but they will have to learn 
new ways of thinking and behaving. This change, in both thought and behavior, is critical to 
breaking the cycle of abuse and changing the face of our community.  

Please wear a royal blue ribbon in recognition of Child Abuse Prevention Month to support 
children that have suffered abuse and neglect, as well as raise awareness about this tragic 
issue. To get involved and/or receive a ribbon, please contact Collins Home at 882-0893. 

PS: BK just celebrated his “52nd” birthday, so if you see him out and about, he’d love it if you 
wished him a ‘belated happy birthday’.   

 


